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political consciousness of their subjects and they could
not very well ignore the disapproval of the Indian States'
People Association of the conditions under which the States
proposed to lend their stabilizing influence to the future
Indian Constitution,
CL OPPOSITION IN GREAT BRITAIN
We now turn to the opposition in Great Britain. Here
the controversy gave rise to a sharp division in the ranks of
the Conservative Party. In the first place, the opponents of
the White Paper proposals viewed with alarm the change
in the procedure of treating the Report of the Statutory
Commission ; they resented protracted Conferences in which
the entire basis of that Commission's recommendations was
altered, and when at long last the Government formulated
their proposals they raised the cry of abdication of the
sovereign responsibility vested in Parliament and argued
that the proposals not only transgressed the limitations
imposed by the Statutory Commission but definitely de-
parted from the policy laid down by the pronouncement of
August 20, 1917. It was clear to them that the policy
which was actuated by a disproportionate anxiety on the
part of the authorities for placating the organized political
groups would only result in weakening the position of the
Government in India. They expressed grave doubts and
misapprehensions in regard to the future of the proposed
Constitution as being cumbrous and unworkable; they
believed that the units of Federation were still very much
undeveloped and that, in absence of any organic relations
between them, the Federation could not proceed on the way
to responsible government. On the contrary, the attempt
to set up a Federal Constitution under the conditions obtain-
ing in India might result in chaos. It was a " leap in the
dark/'
Secondly, the hybrid system of administration which was
likely to emerge if the so-called Federal Government was

